
English 10 Honors Summer Assignment 
 

Your summer assignment this year is to annotate the text The Scarlet Letter.  Your annotations will be graded 
for your summer assignment, and they will also be used to help you prepare for class activities, discussions, 
assignments, and projects that will be completed once you return to school in September.  Since your 
annotations are the only thing that will be graded for summer work, be sure to complete them thoroughly and 
accurately.   
 
Throughout your time in English 10 Honors you will be expected to annotate every major text assigned.  
Accordingly, below are two separate annotation guides.  The first is a general guide you should be familiar with 
which is intended to communicate what is expected when you are required to complete annotations for any text.  
The second is an annotation guide specific to The Scarlet Letter.  You must include a variety of types of 
annotations from each guide as you complete your summer work. 
 

General Annotation Guide 
To annotate a text means to furnish it with critical/explanatory notes and comments.  In other words, annotations 

are written notes that you take, thoughts that you have, and research that you complete while reading a text.  
These notes range from definitions of words to personal connections and deep analysis of the text.  The 

following are suggestions of types of annotations you can make as you annotate.  You may not have one of 
every type of annotation, but you should include a variety of different types. 

 
• Define words or slang 
• Explore why the author would have used a particular word or phrase over another possibility 
• Decide if one definition of the word fits the context better than another 
• Make connections to other parts of the text.  These can be comparisons, contradictions, thematic 

connections, connections between characters’ words and actions, connections or comparison between 
settings, tone, mood, etc. 

• Make connections to other texts you have read or seen  
• Draw a picture to make a visual connection 
• Re-write, paraphrase, or summarize a particularly difficult passage or scene 
• Make meaningful connections to events in your own life, history, and/or the world 
• Describe a new perspective you may have 
• Describe a new perspective that a character in the novel seems to have 
• Explain the historical context or traditions/social customs that are used in the passage 
• Offer analysis or interpretation of what is happening in the text 
• Point out and discuss literary techniques that the author is using 
• Point out and discuss a change in writing style or tone that the author uses 
• Identify the type of narration used 
• Note changes in narration 
• Identify meanings of chapter titles, character names, setting names 
• Identify and explain repetitive phrases, words, adages 
• Write down questions you have or things that you wonder about 
• Look for recurring themes in relation to the novel as a whole 
• Identify character motivation 
• Make connections to the time period during which the work was written or the time it is set 
• Note stylistic and grammatical conventions 

 
 
 
 

 



Scarlet Letter Annotation Guide 
In addition to general annotations, you should look for the following items specific to The Scarlet Letter as you 

read this summer.  Be sure to include both general annotations (from the list above) as well as a variety of 
annotations from the list below.   

 
• Figurative language, especially metaphors, similes, hyperboles and personification 
• References to the historical context of the novel and the practices of individuals in the town as a result, 

this includes Puritanism and its influence 
• The symbolic importance of places: the forest, the town / marketplace, the prison, the scaffold 
• Light and dark imagery 
• Nature Imagery 
• The way Hawthorne creates characterization  
• Examples of character foils 
• Narration and changes in narration including instances of exposition interrupting the plot of the story (how 

and why is it included where it is?) 
• The role of ministers and town leaders 
• Women’s roles  
• Men’s roles 
• The way the Justice system works in the town 
• Instances of the supernatural 
• Sin and its effects on individuals 
• Inner versus outer turmoil 
• The effects of revenge and the desire for revenge 
• The symbolic meaning of the letter A 
• Hester’s appearance and attitude and the way it contrasts with the rest of the town 
• Pearl’s appearance and attitude and the way it contrasts with the rest of the town 
• The significance of Colors 
• Meanings of chapter titles, place names and symbolic names of characters 
• Changes in tone and/or writing style 
• Changes in mood 
• Identify repetitive phrases  
• Questions about confusing parts of the novel 
• Identify recurring themes 
• Identify character motivation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SAMPLE ANNOTATION PAGE 

 



SUMMER READING ANNOTATION RUBRIC 

SCORE EXPLANATION 
20-19 The entire text is saturated with marks and marginal 

comments. A great variety of textual features--phrases, 
words, parts of words, punctuation marks etc. and literary 
devices—irony, imagery, etc.--are marked.  Many patterns of 
similarity, contrasts, and anomalies are marked. Marginal 
comments accomplish a great variety of purposes (including 
but not limited to questions, reactions and explanations) and 
provide rich, in-depth response to the text.  A variety of 
general annotations as well as annotations from The Scarlet 
Letter annotation guide are included. 

18-17 Many marks and many marginal comments are present 
throughout most of the text.   A variety of textual features-- 
phrases, words, parts of words, punctuation marks, etc. and 
literary devices—irony, imagery, etc.--are marked. Some 
patterns of similarity, contrasts, and anomalies are marked. 
Marginal comments accomplish a variety of purposes 
(including but not limited to questions, reactions and 
explanations) and provide good responses to the text. 
General annotations as well as annotations from The Scarlet 
Letter annotation guide are included. 

16-14 Marks and marginal comments are present, but one or both 
are sparse.  Some chapters or sections of text unmarked. 
Textual features--phrases, words, parts of words, punctuation 
marks, etc.--are marked, but they reflect little variety. Few 
patterns of similarity, contrasts, and anomalies are marked. 
Marginal comments accomplish only a few different purposes 
and provide only limited response to the text.  Most 
comments are general or show little attention to having 
reviewed they types of annotations assignment sheet. 

13-12 Marks and marginal comments are sparse, and not of honors 
quality. There is an absence of textual features--phrases, 
words, parts of words, punctuation marks, and literary 
devices—irony, imagery, etc.--or they reflect little to no 
variety. Very few patterns of similarity, contrasts, and 
anomalies are marked. Marginal comments are limited and 
lack efficacy.  Lacks honors level quality. 

11-0 Very few or no annotations 

 

 

 

 

 


